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Harvard Allows Professor to Use $ 50,000 Grant 
From C.I.A. for Conference on Islam 


By FOX BUTTERFIELD 
1 Bpirlil to T*» Her T«t n— 

CAMBRIDGE, Mia*., Oct. 11 _ A 
Harvard University pr of— o r who ac- 
cepted a <80,000 grant from tha Central 
Intelligence Agency for a co nf erenc e 
on Islamic faiAmMti»ni| without in* 
forming the achool will not be disci- 
plined and tte meeting will be allowed 
to proceed, the uni ve r ally twmH 
today. 

A. Michael Spence, dean of the fac- 
ulty, said that the scholar, Nadav Sa- 
fran, director of Harvard's Middle 
Eastern Research Canter, had "erred" 
in not reporting the source of the funds 
as required by uni vers i ty policy. 

But' Mr. Spence said that because 
Mr. Safran offered assurances that he 
was under no obligation to conceal the 
C.I.A.'s spons o rs h i p at the canfecanc 
and because .papers delivered at the 
meeting would be pu bl is h ed, “I have 
concluded that the conference s houl d 
proceed.” The two-day meeting, to 
which 100 scholars have been invited 
from the United States and the Middle 
East, is scheduled to take place early 
next week. 

Mr. Safran, a Jew who was born in 
Egypt, is considered one of tha le a din g 
experts on the Middle East in the 
United States. 

C.I.A. Aided Book 

The dispute involving him arose 
Thursday when The Harvard C rim s on 
reported his acceptance of the C.I.A. 
funds for die con f eren c e. The Boston 
Globe reported today that Mr. Safran 
had also accepted 1107,430’ from the 


C.I.A. to help finance the research and 
writing of Ms book, “ Saudis Arabia, 
the Ceaseless Queet for Security,” pub- 
lished by Harvard University Press 
last month. Although Mr. Safran’s book 
acknow l ed g es help from the Rockefel- 
ler Foundation, the Rand Corporation 
and several graduate students, it does 
not mention the C.LA. aid. 

Harvard does not prohibit profe ss o rs 
from acceptlim research grants from 
any Federal Gover nm ent agency, in- 
cluding the C.I.A., Mr. Spends stressed 
in a statement Issued this evening. But 
Harvard does have strict guidelines re- 
qulri ng its faculty to inform the school 
whenever they receive government or 
corporate funds and assure that the 
money does not carry any hidden 
conditions which would abridge aca- 
demic freedom, he said. 

Mr. Spence said thfct under Har- 
vard’s rules professors must turn over 
to the university up to 80 percent of any 


funds received to s ponsor c onfers 
in order to help defray Harvard’s 
expenses, like the cost of meeting 
rooms and secretaries. f 

"Profe s sor Safran explained that MS 
reason for structuring the funding as he 
did eras to avoid what he believed were 
excessive costs associated with flowing 
the proposal through the proper univar- 
sity channels,” Mr. Spence said. 

Mr. Spence said there was no need 
for him to take action on Mr. Safran’s 
acceptance of C.LA. money for the 
book on Saudia Arabia because the pro- 
fessor had notified the university of it. i 
That Mr. Safran chose not to publicly 
disclose this funding in the book itself | 


isnot a matter for Harvard, Mr. Spence 
said. 

Mr. Safran did not return calls to Ms 
| office seeking comment. 
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